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How the T.I.M.E. clinical decision support tool (CDST) 
can help enhance confidence and reduce variation 
with wound assessment and management: a consensus 
from the World Union of Wound Healing Societies
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What is the T.I.M.E. CDST?

•	 A teaching tool and memory  
aid for non-specialists treating 
wounds1 

•	 Two versions: one with and one 
without product recommendations1,2

•	 Applies the principles of wound 
bed preparation as part of holistic 
patient care1

•	 A simple 1-page prompt 
for practice1

“…it should be used not only for patients with wounds 
anticipated to be challenging, but for all patients 

who have wounds…”1

Provides a structured 
approach to wound 

management1,3–6

Enhances confidence  
and encourages evidence-

based decisions1,3–7

Directs referrals 
to members of the 

multidisciplinary 
team1,4–7

 Plus points

Key challenge: How can the T.I.M.E. CDST help 
to reduce practice variation and improve skills 
of all healthcare professionals in a systematic, 
consistent way?1

By adopting a simple A, B, C, D, E approach to wound management:

A  S I M P L E  A P P R O A C H

For detailed product information, including indications for use, contraindications, 
precautions and warnings, please consult the product’s applicable Instructions 
for Use (IFU) prior to use.
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How can it be used?

Assess  
patient, 

wellbeing  
and wound

Bring  
in the 

multidisciplinary 
team and 

informal carers 
to promote 

holistic  
patient care

Control  
or treat 

underlying 
causes and 
barriers to 

wound healing

Decide 
appropriate 

treatment and 
determine  
short-term  

goals

Evaluate  
and reassess 

the treatment 
and wound 

management 
outcomes

A B C D E

Use T.I.M.E. every time

T.I.M.E. CDST in practice
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Deep infected 
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Use MolecuLight i:X™ wound 
assessment tool to measure 
wound surface area and 
evaluate bioburden level
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Intended for healthcare professionals outside of the US only.
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§SECURA Range includes SECURA Moisturising Cleanser, SECURA Total Body Foam, SECURA Dimethicone Protectant, SECURA Extra 
Protective Cream, No Sting Skin Prep; PROSHIELD Range includes PROSHIELD Plus and PROSHIELD Foam and Spray;   ||ALLEVYN Range 
includes ALLEVYN LIFE, ALLEVYN GENTLE BORDER and ALLEVYN GENTLE BORDER LITE.
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2. SELECT PRIMARY & SECONDARY INTERVENTIONS 2. SELECT PRIMARY & SECONDARY INTERVENTIONS 

3. WOUND MANAGEMENT OUTCOME 3. WOUND MANAGEMENT OUTCOME 

*Use appropriate secondary dressing as per your local protocol;   †NPWT: Negative Pressure Wound Therapy;   ‡Level of exudate for wounds suitable for NPWT.

Decide appropriate treatment

Assess patient, wellbeing and wound
Establish diagnosis and baseline characteristics for appropriate support and comorbidities that may impact healing. Record wound type, location, size, wound bed condition, 

signs of infection / infl ammation, pain location and intensity, comorbidities,  adherence / concordance to treatment 

Bring in multi-disciplinary team and informal carers to promote holistic patient care
Record referral to others such as surgical team, wound specialist nurse, dietician, pain team, vascular and diabetes team, podiatrist, physiotherapist, family carers and trained counsellor

Control or treat underlying causes and barriers to wound healing
Record management plan for: systemic infection, diabetes, nutritional problems, oedema, continence, mobility, vascular issues, pain, stress, anxiety, 

 non-adherence / concordance with o¶  oading and compression, lifestyle choices

Evaluate and reassess the treatment and wound management outcomes
Evaluate: Record wound progression within given timelines. Flag if no change, go back to A, B, C and change treatment where indicated

2. SELECT PRIMARY & SECONDARY INTERVENTIONS 2. SELECT PRIMARY & SECONDARY INTERVENTIONS 

3. WOUND MANAGEMENT OUTCOME 3. WOUND MANAGEMENT OUTCOME 

1. IDENTIFY THE BARRIERS TO WOUND HEALING

1. IDENTIFY THE BARRIERS TO WOUND HEALING

1. IDENTIFY THE BARRIERS TO WOUND HEALING

1. IDENTIFY THE BARRIERS TO WOUND HEALING

T.I.M.E. clinical decision support tool

T
Tissue 

non-viable1-2

I
Infection and / or 
Infl ammation1-2

M
Moisture 

imbalance1-2

E
Edge of wound 

non-advancing1-2

Identifies  
knowledge gaps,  

supports education1,5 

Drives consistency 
when integrated 

into local protocols 
and formularies1,4–7

“A tool such as the T.I.M.E. CDST along with supportive 
education to understand the complexities of wound 

assessment will allow greater guidance for clinicians…”1

T.I.M.E. CDST incorporates all elements 
of an optimal wound assessment tool1,8

A N  O P T I M A L  W O U N D  A S S E S S M E N T  T O O L

Using a wound assessment tool guides practice and improves:1,8

Documentation, 
communication 
and continuity  

of care 

Direction  
of care 

Setting  
goals for  

healing and 
planning care 

Monitoring  
of the healing 

process

 Wound characteristics (site, duration, aetiology and dimensions)

 Exudate level   Surrounding skin   Patient details

 Signs of infection    Pain  

CLICK TO  
VIEW

The T.I.M.E. CDST helps clinicians  
to identify barriers to healing, to select primary 
and secondary interventions, and to determine 
short-term goals.1

H E L P S  G U I D E  C L I N I C I A N S

http://smith-nephew.com/education
https://www.wuwhs.com/web/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=51
https://www.wuwhs.com/web/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=51
https://www.smith-nephew.com/global/assets/pdf/products/wound/time/t.i.m.e.%20clinical%20decision%20support%20tool%201%20april.pdf

	T: 
	I: 
	M: 
	E: 
	 PRODUCT SPECIFIC: 






