
Less pain, less  
post-operative bleeding.1 
Happy parents.2
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A COBLATION™  
Technology Intracapsular 
Tonsillectomy
Excellent results, exceptionally* low rate of complications

Why COBLATION Technology for Intracapsular Tonsillectomy? 
A tonsillectomy can be a painful procedure with an inherent risk of post-
tonsillectomy hemorrhage (PTH), commonly in the 3-5% range.1 Data suggests  
that COBLATION technology for intracapsular tonsillectomy results in  
PTH of under 1%, greatly lessening the morbidity and pain* of the procedure.2

Unlike a total tonsillectomy, 
which removes all tonsil 
tissue including the capsular 
plane, therefore exposing 
the larger bloods vessels 
located in the extracapsular 
space (Fig. 1), an intracapsular 
tonsillectomy aims to 
remove all tonsil tissue by 
ablating the tonsil tissue to 
the tonsillar capsule,2 which 
provides a protective shield 
from large nerves and blood 
vessels, typically found in 
the muscle below the tonsil 
bed (Fig. 2).1
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Smith & Nephew offers a 
full portfolio of COBLATION 
wands for a COBLATION  
technology intracapsular 
tonsillectomy procedure

How Does COBLATION™ Technology Work? 
COBLATION technology involves the creation and 
application of a high-energy field called “glow discharge 
plasma.” This plasma ablates tissue through a chemical 
process as highly energized particles in the plasma break 
down molecules in the tissue. COBLATION technology 
provides two distinct advantages to the surgeon:

•  COBLATION technology operates at lower temperatures 
than other radio frequency (RF) based technologies4

•  The 100mm – 200mm plasma field allows for precise 
removal of soft tissue4

COBLATION technology means “controlled ablation.” Since 
the introduction of COBLATION tonsillectomy wands in 
1998, the proven patented COBLATION technology has 
been used in more than 10 million procedures by surgeons 
in ear, nose and throat (ENT) and other areas of medical 
specialty.5 Surgeons and patients alike continue to benefit 
from the results of using this advanced technology. Simply 
put, COBLATION wands deliver less heat to the surrounding 
tissue, resulting in opportunities for better outcomes.4

Proven Clinical Results
Intracapsular tonsillectomy procedures have a low rate  
of infection, low regrowth rates with less pain and less  
post-operative bleeding.6,7

0% readmission  
for pain2

0% primary bleeds;  
0.4% secondary bleeds2

99% of parents would 
recommend the 

procedure2

99%
RECOMMEND



For more information on our products and resources, please visit www.Smith-Nephew.com.
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